CLASS BLOGMEISTER

Definition: Class BlogMeister is a blogging tool developed for teachers
as an authentic publishing environment to promote the development of
effective communication skills in students. Teachers establish a
blogging account, which they can publish their own articles. Teachers
can then set up blogging accounts for their students, which the
teacher maintains publishing control.
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Establishing a ClassBlogMeister Account

Step 1Beforethe teacher goes to the BlogMeister web site
http://classblogmeister.conand clicks théregisterbutton in the right panel, the teacher
need a school pass code.

This school pass code will have been announcedtatffedevelopment or speaking event
involving David Warlick, BlogMeister's author.

If you have not received such a pass code, thetacbDavid Warlick at:
http://classblogmeister.com/?blog=rethink

or

david@landmark-project.com

Add Your School to Bloghdeister

Schoal Name: I—

Your Mame: W

“four E-mail: W

School Address: W

School City: W

State or Province: ;......... Two or Three leffer postal codes
Schoal Country: ;............... Two-letfer Code Lookup

School Level: ;

submiti
School Pass Code is for School
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Step 2

Now go to the BlogMeister web site
(http://classblogmeister.com
and click theRegisterbutton in the right panel, the teacher

will then be asked to enter a school pass code. Enter Your School's Pass Code [
Fegister !
Step 3

After successfully entering a school pass code,witlilbe asked to fill in the following
information: first name, last name, e-mail addressl a unique password for your re-
entry into the web site, and a brief descriptioyadr job. When this is complete, click

the Add Me button at the bottom.

Registration Form:

Cloud

Please complete the following form to register an account with BlogMeister.

School Mame: Briarcrest
Your Marme: ]
First ¢ Last

Your E-mail!
Address:

This will be wour fogin!

Make up a |
Password & Enter it ;

Twice:
At least 8 characters with one number

Describe your Job:

[=
o

Add Me i
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Step 3
After submitting your registration information, you

will be returned to the BlogMeister opening page. T _

login, enter either your full name (first & lastmas)

or your e-mail address in th@&gin box and your —
password in th@assword box. Then click the Enter m
button.

Step 4

On your first login, you will be asked to registeclassroom. Because some should are
now practicing team teaching, you may be shariogssroom with another teacher who
may have already registered your room. So usertiiedbwn menu fogelect an

Existing Class section to

Customizing & Publishing to Your Blog Page

Step 1When you initially login, you will be delivered tmur blog edit page. From this
page you will be able to customize the look of yblag page, add and edit articles, and
work with your students’ blog articles.

Your first task is to select a visual style for ypage. BlogMeister features a Templates
Number of blog styles to chose from. Just clickright and left arrow buttons 31! select |
at the top of the screen cycle through the styMisen you find a look that -
appeals to you, then click tiselect button. You will be able to change your style ag ame
from the blog edit page.

Step 2When you have selectetrour Name: [ail Braddack
a style, it is time to name your g g s
blog. Blog names must be  name for yaur _

. . classroom and general These fine students lowe to talk.. . =o :I
Cl’yptIC, and SE|f'effaC|ng The information about your what could be better to improve their
t|t|e ShOU|d have almost classes and what writing skills a BLOG! _I

. . . students learn. -
nothing to do with the topic at T =

: : out you: Mrs. Braddock taught Sth grade for s
hand BUt baSICa"y' anythlng vears. Then she became Briarcrest
goeS. F|nd a t|t|e that seems Elementary's Technology Teacher. She
appl‘Opl’Iate fOI’ you and that loves those UT Volunteers ;I
has a good rhythm, and know Syndicate Articles (RES)™ | ¥
that you can change it at any Submit Descriptions
time.
Tpload Inages™
In the blog edit window, just
enter or edit your title and click
the Save Title button. Class Image: | Bowse. | _Upload || 3
Step 3The next logical step is Delete Image %)
to customize the content that |
W|” be d|sp|ay6d on Fersonal Image: I Browse. I Upload
Delete Image 5}
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all of your blog articles. This will include youlass description (already entered but editable), a
description of yourself, class and personal imaged,your favorite web links. Since you have
already entered a class description, you shoultsdevbrief but useful personal description.
This should be a statement that identifies you,yand authority in relation to the type of

articles you will be writing.

When you have completed your personal descriptmhperformed any desired editing of the
classroom name or description, then click Sudmit Descriptiongutton.

Step 4You can now upload two images to your blog pagés.first type is the class image.
This image will appear in the upper left cornetha blog pages of all of your articles, and the
blog pages of your students. The second type esopal image that will appear in the upper
right corner of all of your blog pages, but not ystudents’. Each image should be
approximately 2 ¥z inches square. The Blog pageautibmatically size the image to about 160
pixels, but to avoid slow loading, it is best teesyour images accordingly. Images can be gif or
jpegs, and should be saved in the format that meslthe smallest disk file, again to facilitate
rapid loading.

Step 5To add an image to your blog page, you must lieste the image on your hard drive, and
it must conform to the specifications listed inps8 When you have added the image to your
hard drive, click thdrowse button(see below).

A standard Windows or Mac OS file dialog box witlpear. Use the box to identify and select
the image you wish to upload. When you have doise title page of the image will appear in the
text box. Click the <i>Upload</b> button to move tlile from your hard drive to the web

page. The image should appear in the upper righvwf blog page.

Follow the same process for uploading a persomict

iena mage; | _Browse... |
Step 6Adding web links to your blog pages can be an dppdties to point people toward
information resources that are important to you tadl you think will be
important to your blogging students. My Favorite Links

| + Bandemson High School X

| » Landmarks fc

To add a new web link, simple type or paste tle ito theAdd Link title | Add Link title:
text box and the URL in th&dd Link URL text box. Then clicksave. You can ||
delete a link from your list by clicking the X tbd right of the title. | Add Link URL:

Adding & Editing Blog Articles s

Step 1When you are ready to start a new blog articledir an existing articlego to the edit
blog page (login from the main BlogMeister page) alick theArticlestab. The article form
will appear enabling you to start a new blog ortoare work on an existing one.

To begin to write a new blog articleimply type a title for the article in the textbox
labeledTitle, and begin typing the article into the larger Horg textbox. It may be a good
practice to write your original blog articles usteat or word processor so that you will have
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access to the spell and grammar checks and thesdimen when the article is finished, copy the
text from the word processor and paste it intotlog textbox to the right.

To edit an existing articleclick the article title in the listing
below the textboxes. The title and text of thecéetwill appear Write a New Blog Article:
in the textboxes so that you can begin editing.iAgaditing ool

with a word or text processor will assure fewerllgpgand |

grammar errors.

Step 2You can process blog articles in a number of ways.

If you have begun editing your blog article, butsnieave your s.m “ -

work to finish later, simply clicking thsave button without
clicking thePublish checkbox will save the article under your
account, without its being published to the public.

1125 Hera 15 a tast Blog
tatarment - 4]
s First Blog [

When you are finally ready for the article to gdbfc, then
check thePublish checkbox and clicisave

The existing articles listing also includes thretumns of indicators.
» The first,Pub will display an asterisk (*) for articles that gyablished and public.
* TheCmmt column displays the number of comments that haee pested to the article
and approved for public viewing by you.
*  TheCmmt Pndng column indicates the number of comments that haes Iposted to the
article but have not been approved for public vieyyvi

Step 3Dealing with comments is easy with BlogMeister. &dlsomeone comments on one of
your blog articles, you will receive an e-mail megs indicating that the comment has been
made. The e-mail message will include the texhefreader's comment and a hyper link to a
page where you will be able to read @hdw, delete, or keephidden the comment.

Step 4To review your comments, go to the edit Select 2 Blog Arlicle 1o Edit;

page and click thArticlestab. S - Comunt
al il if e Pedng
Lo L i i ¥ 1208 Education Radio — Schoo Style ik a
In the listing of existing blog articles, click the Socrales Crab | 121504 _
triangular twisty iconto the left of the title you OK. 1 think you are dghi here on this ane DU,
. N . Ak Ofy i OOe Do, tha) L E
W!Sh to review. All comments posted to that article Appiston Snodgrasse | 12-15.04 _
W||| appear_ Chitstanding concegl, | think that this is Show
ahsolulaly great greal great! (1) Elelepe
. . . Appleton Snodgrasse | 12-15-04 ]
To the right of each article are links labelgrabw Dutstanding concept, | think that this is :nl.ujm
andDelete. absalutaly great great great! (G Delete
L4 If the Comment WI” nOt be approprlate for Umgtmd:p; concest. | -r\.-r.r '!|':;t this g Shiow
public viewing, clickDelete. This will absolutely great great great! (5%) Declete
completely remove the comment from the blaums bgadlsan. L el show
This 8 totally cool® | want one. (58) Belewe
database. k205 Winet | think today... . z 2
e |fthe commentis appropriate’ then click P 1304 First Blog in Decanber : 0 a
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Show. If you wish to continue considering the articleen leave it alone for the time
being.

Using BlogMeister with Students

Explanation The principal purpose of BlogMeistetasnable teachers to provide authentic
publishing opportunities for their students. Onehaf barriers for using most general blogging
tools is that of assuring the quality and apprdpriass of student publications.

With BlogMeister, Students can work on their wigignover a period of time, understanding that
their writing will not go public until the teachelnss reviewed and approved the article. In
addition to the articles, all comments posted twlas are filtered through the teacher for
consideration before they are made available testis.

Here are someinstructions for setting up student accounts and assisting studentsin their writing
and publications.

Setting up Student Accounts

Step 1Enter the edit page of your teacher blog by gtinidpe BlogMeister web site
(http://classblogmeister.com) and logging in withuy e-mail address (or full name) and
password.

Click theClass Panel tab at the top of the article section.

Step 2To add a student

Clazaroom Pazaswrard:

account, simply type the bos S bt ;
student’sfull name and a
paSSWOrdint0 b Class Status All class blogs awailable to the public after approved by the
. teacher.
the appropriate boxes. saE
p Comtmetit Comments posted with teacher approval gvo olzss password
If your class will be utilizing e-  Approval Status ==
y pp
mail, then enter the students e
mail address in the third b Display Student Names Fitst Name & Last nftia
textbox. i Blogs as:
. . * Add Student Tou cam use
When finished, click thedd _ Whale Name s = el e cither firsf and
button. The students name will | ! [ 5 Iast name or a
be entered into the list below -»jpseudo”fm-
the add text boxes. #-Begun,B-Review,C-Published
- : . —
Marre | Transfer {Blog Title |4 B |C iDescptn !Delete
! : e -
¥ Braddock bos | * Grade 4 gElr.add-:-dx‘sElI-:-g g1 iD ED | 3
a = Ll ;
L ]
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Step 3Students can access their blog accounts for grémd editing by logging in to
BlogMeister with their full name or e-mail addressl password two ways.

1. From the BlogMeister web site
(http://classblogmeister.comhey can go over

to the right and type in the name you entered abo _
and their password. —

2. Also they can go to the teacher’s blog.

Find their name on the right side. m

Click on their name.

This will open their page.

Scroll to the bottom left. Click on LOGIN and thense sign-in box will appear.
They will have the same ability to write, editdgoublish blog articles.

There are a number of important differences.

» Students cannot directly publish their work. Whardents check the publish checkbox,
it will not be publish. Instead, you will receiva a-mail notification that a student has
finished their article. The message will includien& that will take you to a page where
you can review the student’s work. You can appiieemessage for publication, in
which case it will then become public through y8lmg page, or you can write a
comment with further directions for the student aedd it back for revision.

» The comments that you write suggesting furthersieui will become a permanent part of
the article. Students will be able to continue negdhem, and they will remain available
and editable to you.

* You will be notified as comments are posted to etuidvritings, not the student. You will
receive an e-mail notification with a link to thensment. You can either approve the
comment to be part of the student’s article, deledecomment, or leave it alone for later
consideration.

A-Hagu, B-Revine C-Pubkarad

Miamie Fasswornd Blog Titl
T Sl Wity R b Th winrd ! See It 0
b Asrospace Explorations Pubkatisd

= ea Cha Cha, . Fondng Evaliaucs

Shadent's [ wemdam s e Faal e e
Ea e

u-numsnlny cogor e s

Biu & =i tncama disans

= QEDRURTIG R i)
Adticle F Eﬁ:é Fumn waabam Er_au.
(] (ERET TR T
FRRITINT O TG (110 B et T T i
i Tules o cail U Loenlas,
sqfantur

gral lclﬂrﬂ< Wit
A Furth —

e wie
wenen tol ciections | e
sarlie s e
doces | for shadent [oooc
e I LRIER

Cafiau Guim Sl i SO
arw o Bumen mrubas ceudens seeas
Frergat! eloen bl s srals Ticls hionis
L HO\.I'-N:iﬂk
Check io Probipki®
publish W ouns messs quat - submitassessment |
- Llawis. ameai? qui
articie b i

LEALES04

Commenes
B A Maws Articla Prondng Evakiahes
¥ ¥ou Diont Hawe the Right Pubibshed
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An Appendix of information after the formal
Documentation from...The BgMeister .

Adding Images to your Blogs 03-29-05 a

| just received an e-mail question from a BlogMetisiser, and figured that many more could benefit
from my answer. She wanted to know how to includagdes in your blogging articles. Here's my
answer.

In order to add an image to your blog, you will @a@ do two things.

1. Get the picture onto the Internet
2. Do a little bit of HTML coding.

Believe me, number one may be harder to do. Ifhene a web master at your school who is putting
pictures up, then your problem is solved. Have fleason upload the picture(s) for you and then give
you the URL of the picture.

If there is no easy way to get the pictures up thee a web site called Image Shack
(http://imageshack.)sClick the browse button and find the image onnjeard drive that you want as
part of your blog. When you have found and seletitedmage, click "Host It!"

After a moment, a list of URL will appear. You willant to copy the last one, labeled "Direct link to
image".

Then type the following code into your blog artiplasting the image URL where indicated:
<img src=(paste here) align=right>

Do not include the parentheses. Here is the cade flest image | just uploaded:

<img src=http://img95.exs.cx/img95/7082/dave6zkadifn=right>

The image will be flush to the right with text wgpg around the left. To have a left justified ireag
then substitute "align=right" with "align=left".

The BogMeister 2o
Practice Student Accounts 03-23-05 ﬂ

A number of people have gotten into trouble wheayttiied to add a make-believe student account to
their class, in order to experiment, and used theé e-mail address for the student and theiriac
password. This prevented them from logging in ssaaher.

First of all, the system will no longer allow twoaunts using the same e-mail address. This is cool
because student e-mail addresses are optionalysoldl simply leave that blank for your test studen
Also, you should use a different password for ytest student. This is just safer.

Also, while we're on the subject of student nartds,probably best to enter your students' full
nameswhen you add them to your class. You can latefigore BlogMeister to list their full names on
their blog page, or the first name and last initalfirst and last initials.

[David Warlick] or [David W] or [DW]
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The BogMeister e

New Blog Listing Feature 03-13-05
6:33 AM

Here is a new element to the upgrade. When a
teachers goes into edit mode (logged in), a listin
of teacher articles and all student articles will
appear to the left, sorted chronologically. This
listing, unlike the one that appears when not iih e
mode, includes both published and unpublished
student writings. i

To view, edit, or assess any student writing, clic
it here. You will be taken directly into the "Class
Panel" and the student and article selected will b
expanded for immediate assessment.

5:37 AM

| just made a fairly major change in the articles
listing at the left of your blog pages. This corass
a suggestion from one of the major BlogMeister
users based on making it easier for you to acces
student blogs.

Now, as you, a teacher, view your blog page, no

conterenc
How did it

| did a litth
Student '
Blogs ¢

[
http:/land
You are w

Teacher
Blogs

Oh Yeah!
Journal of
yours truly

hittp fanna

only will your blogs in the listing just below tlralendars, but you will also be able to see andsscc

your students' blogs. It is all sorted

chronologically, with the two mixed together.

~— article

LI

will not, and the student's initials will also be
included in the listing. See the image to the ri

Clicl'f"s‘tudent
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The BogMeister .

TA Working Weekend 02-13-05 a

Comment Approval Status 1:20 PM

| have implemented the changes in comments noveh@age the comment options, just log in to your
blogging account, clicklass Paneland then go to the box label&hmment Approval Status You
can select the appropriate level of approval faneents posted to your students' blogs. The first
option should be your default. Here is how they. run

First: Comments posted with correct class password and teacher approval. If a person reads a student's
blog article and chooses to post a comment, théyeed to correctly enter your class password.
Also, when the comment is posted, you (teachehbgilnotified, and you will be able to approve,
delete, or link to the comment from the e-mail nages

Second Comments posted with correct class password. In order to post a comment, the read, again,
must know the classroom password. However, whepdisword is entered, the comment gets posted
automatically. This feature is intended for clagbeas are using the comments feature for peerwevie

Third: Comments posted with teacher approval. No classroom password is required, but when a
comment is posted, the teacher

receives an e-mail notification * (Class Status e Al classdb::lngtshavtailal:lle to the public after
X ! approved by the teachear.
through which they can delete, Teasher blog i able fo fhe oublic but
H H edchear og 1= availlable 1o 2 public bu
approve, or view the comment. This C

students blags require the classroom pasaword

is for classes that want to provide I

open access to their articles for _
. . ¢ All classroom blogs require the classroom .
commenting by the community. S ubrmit I

pasanard to read.

I may add a fourth option for no comments at allt Bl have to rest on that one.

- News with Jill Pending Evalustion
Feature a B|Og . . Pou can make minor edifs in the student's blog arficle on the Ieft and write
When approving a student blog to publish, a teaoteyr also click suggestions and assessments to the right:
on Feature. LT T -

= field trip to the Ger

That Blog will then appear on tikeature page Which can be intervac
accessed on the opening page of www.classblogmeisite Flizabeth D.She said it ves

great.All the kids had agreat
time. Thats all for now fokes

What a great self esteem building tool!!

Comments

Great fourth grade Fublished

Teacher May Have More Than One Class
Also Students May be moved from One Class to amothe

Great fourth grade Fublished

Egypshin Mummys Fublished

* v v v

Love With My Family Published

To Stay Current http://groups.yahoo.com/group/classblogmeist

Subscribe to: classblogmeister-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

There is some decent documentation on how to seyaing up. Check out
http://classblogmeister.com/blogmeister_instrudipdf for some good printable information (it is a pdbavid
has also started a wiki attp://classblogmeister.jot.com/WikiHontlat gives a ton of information.
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